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early one hundred thousand Latter-day Saints made the journey

across the Atlantic during the nineteenth century. Both contemporary
commentators and Mormon historians aike have described these ocean
crossings extensively. Ye the journey from Liverpool to America was but
one segment in the much longer gathering process for over twenty-four
thousand Scandinavian Mormons who migrated to Utah during this
period. Scandinavians represented the second-largest ethnic group of
Saints gathering to Zion between 1852 and 1894. During these years, nearly
two hundred vessds carrying Latter-day Saints (fig. 1) left Scandinavia
bound for Hull, an important port on the east coast of England.> The emi-
grants then made the overland railway crossing from Hull to Liverpool,
where the headquarters of the British and European Missions were situ-
ated.? Only once they had completed the journey to Liverpool could the
transatlantic crossing commence. Our study of the migrant journeys made
during these years seeks to explain the patterns of migration along estab-
lished trade routes through the British port of Hull.

The Call to Gather and the Founding of the Hull Conference

Less than six months after the founding of The Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints, the Prophet Joseph Smith announced that he had
received a revelation caling for a gathering of the Saints: "And ye are caled
to bring to pass the gathering of mine elect; . . . they shdl be gathered in
unto one place upon the face of this land" (D&C 29:7-8). Latter-day Saint
immigration to America commenced a decade later when the Latter-day
Saint missionaries who had first arrived in Britain in 1837 reaped a rich har-
vest of converts in the British Iles®
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During this period, 1837-41, the missionaries baptized thousands
throughout Greet Britain, necessitating the organization of various confer-
ences (ecclesagtical units). Each conference comprised severa branches
(smaller ecclesiagticd units). Among the larger units was the Hull Confer-
ence, established in 1843.* By December 1847, its membership had reached

65, "including 1 high priest, 3 elders, 5 priests, 3 teachers, and 2 deacons."®

Eight months later, the conference had reportedly increased to 163° By 1851,
the Hull Conference had grown to 318 members.” By the mid-nineteenth
century, the Latter-day Saintsin the Hull region were in aposition not only
to observe and proselytize the inhabitants of England's third largest port
but dso to offer support to their fdlow Saints who were immigrating
through the port en route to America.



Latter-day Saint Migrationthrough Hull ~ 77— 77

FIG. I. SS Lion, by Carl Baargoe. Gil on

canvas. Hull Maritime Museum: Hull

7 ' City Museum and Art Galery. Used by
permission. The SS Lion transported the

firg large company of Scandinavian

Latter-day Saints that migrated through

Hull across the North Sea in December

1852 Built a Hull in 1841, the SS Lion was

two hundred feet in length and 627 gross

tons. Although the ship derived most of

its income through the shipment of goods

across the North Seq, the owners supple-

mented the ship's income through the

transportation of passengers of dl classes.

: . Migrants would have been transported in
. third-class quartersin the 'tween deck (the
o, areajust below the main deck of the ship).

Hull as a Way Station for Convertsin Eastern England

The first known Saints who migrated to America through Hull were a
group of five families from the Louth Branch in Lincolnshire (then part of the
Hull Conference).® The members of this group made their way through Hull
before traveling by rail to Liverpool and then crossing the Atlantic en route to
Utah via New Orleans.® One teenage member of the group recalled:

On the 16th of January, 1849, we I€ft Louth by the morning train and
athough it was quite early in the morning, the station house was
crowded with our friends and associates who were there to say
farewell... . The departure of these leading families of the Louth Branch
Ieft it in a disorganized condition, from which it has not since recovered.
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Our journey from Louth to Hull on the 16th, and from Hull to Liver-
pool on the 17h of Jenuary was full of interest to me, aboy of 16 years of
age, when | could gppreciate to some extent the many srange, interest-
ing, and delightful scenes we witnessed.™®

The use of the port of Hull as an entrepot for gathering Saints
increased as rates of conversion in the hinterlands of Hull, the Eagt Riding
of Yorkshire, and nearby North Lincolnshire accelerated. But Hull and its
surrounding region would never harvest the large numbers of converts that
the West Yorkshire and Lancastrian towns yielded.™ In this aspect, Hull
would remain a relatively insignificant branch of the Church throughout
the 1840s Hull's important role in Latter-day Saint history grew not
from the region's harvested souls but through the large numbers of Latter-
day Saint emigrants who migrated through the port en route to Utah. Hull's
location as aharbor with railway access to Liverpool alowed the Church an
economically feesble yet quick option in asssting the newly converted
migrants who passed through the port each year.

Early History of the Latter-day Saint Scandinavian Mission

Having dready established a secure foothold in Britain, the Church
began planning to expand missionary work into parts of mainland Europe.
The funds needed for missionary work and for helping converts migrate
came from the trade generated by prospectors passing through Utah in
1849.? During the same year, King Frederick VI of Denmark signed a new
constitution, which granted religious toleration to its citizens and enabled
the Danes—who were the largest portion of Scandinavian Latter-day Saint
converts—the opportunity to hear the restored gospel.®

Four months after this declaration of religious tolerance, the fdl gen-
erd conference saw several Mormon elders caled to various missions on
October 6-7, 1849. Among them was Elder Erastus Snow, caled to Den-
mark, with Elders Peter O. Hansen and John E. Forsgren caled to work
under his direction in Denmark and Sweden.® Hasty preparations were
made for the missionaries' late-season journey across America. They Ieft
their wives and children to perform the household chores and prepare for
the crop harvest, while they departed to Europe to harvest souls.

On October 19, 1849, the missionaries gathered east of the Sdt Lake
Vdley "a the mouth of Emigration Canyon," where they were met by
Brigham Young, who bade farewdl to a company consisting of "twelve
wagons, forty-two horses and mules, one carriage, and thirty-five men." By
December 7,1849, despite terrible mountain snowstorms, they reached the
Missouri River and were warmly greeted by friends at Kanesville, lowa



