20b. The ILogos Hymn

The eagle is the symbol of John the Evangelist

“This is a Gospel designed to root the
believer deeper in his faith . . . the Gospel
wants to make this faith something alive

to bring life to the reader.” (Brown, AB 29, Ixxviii)

The Logos Hymn of the Prologue

= Focuses on Jesus as the Word (Greek /ogos)

o Sematically rich in Greek, it means “word, expression, rational thought,”

etc.

= Sc. The New Translation: “In the beginning the gospel was preached
through the son. And the gospel was the word, and the word was with the
Son, and the Son was with God, and the Son was of God.” (John 1:1 JST)

o Just as words are the way people communicate with each other, Jesus
is the way that the Father communicates and interacts with his
children, linking the divine mind with the human

= In several poetic statements, the hymn establishes the following
points:
The preincarnate Word was divine
The Word is the source of and Life
was not accepted by his own
The Word makes those who accept him sons of God
The Word become flesh and his glory was seen in withesses

»  Prose asides stress that first among these witnesses was John the
Baptist
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'The Poetry of John 1:1-18

Who was the author? John the Beloved? John the Baptist?

D&C 93, which is rather prosaic, and seems to be the Lord’s own
expansion on the Logos Hymn, stresses the role of John, presumably
the Baptist and/or perhaps the Beloved

o “And John saw and bore record of the fulness of my glory, and the

fulness of John's record is hereafter to be revealed. And he bore record,

saying: | saw his glory, that he was in the beginning, before the
world was; Therefore, in the beginning the Word was, for he was the
Word, even the messenger of salvation—

; the Spirit of truth, who came into the world, because the world

was made by him, and

The worlds were made by him; men were made by him; all things were

made by him, and through him, and of him.” (D&C 93:6-10)
o As a probable disciple of John the Baptist, the Beloved Disciple may

have heard, recorded, and perhaps revised or expanded a hymn of his

earlier master
= Cf. Nephi’s vision following his hearing Lehi’s dream
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The Iogos Hymmn
(John 1:1-18)

Right: The full prologue laid out in Greek, illustrating the poetic format
of the hymn (subsequently both the Greek and the KJV English
translation will be given to illustrate sections of the hymn)

Logos, the Greek term for “word,” but
with broad semantic meaning

En arché: “in the beginning” but more!

o Alludes to the opening of Genesis:
“In the beginning God said . . .”

Three stanzas, always poetic when

referring to Christ

A long prose aside in verses 6-8,

contrasting him with the Word

A brief prose introduction to the last

stanza, verses 15b-18
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The Divine Word

First Poetic Stanza (John 1:1-5)

1

"Ev dpxij v "’r i‘}‘t'"'c. L ) 4 In the beginning was the Word,
Kl 0 A0yog nyv mpog Tow Beov, and the Word was with God,
kel Bedg v O Adyoc. and the Word was God,
* obrog v év dpyi) Tpog tov Bed. : The same was in the beginning with God.
! mdvTo fu wirod éyévero, . ! All things were made by him;
KO NOPLE CYTOR EYEVERD olée év. o and without him was not any thing made
’ o Toyove that was made.
v abrey (wn 1y, * In him was life;
; ‘ .Kﬂfln 1 _(Mi'ln T ‘“‘1_ $adg Tov drbpunor and the life was the light of men.
KLt ‘h?)ﬁl £ T OROTLE 4’1‘"”(":‘ = And the light shineth in darkness;
Kl 1) oKotie abTo o Ketéiefer. and the darkness comprehended it not.

= High Christology: the Word is divine!

= The Word was the creator (i.e., God effected creation through the Word,
and the Word is the means by which he continues to communicate with it)

= The Word is “Life”
= Duality of “light” and “darkness”
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The Witness Sent from God
Prose Aside 1 (John 1:6-8)

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. The same came
for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might
believe. He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light.

= The hymn format seems to break whenever the subject moves from “the
Word” to John or mortal witnesses

= D&C 93, the Lord’s own expansion on the Logos Hymn, stresses the role of
John, presumably the Baptist and/or perhaps the Beloved
o “And John saw and bore record of the fulness of my glory, and the fulness of
John's record is hereafter to be revealed. And he bore record, saying: | saw his
glory, that he was in the beginning, before the world was; Therefore, in the
beginning the Word was, for he was the Word, even the messenger of salvation—
; the Spirit of truth, who came into the
world, because the world was made by him, and
. The worlds were made by him; men were made by him; all things
were made by him, and through him, and of him.” (D&C 93:6-10)
= “I'saw his glory, that he was in the beginning, before the world was,” however, sounds
much like the Transfiguration, which John the Beloved witnessed (cf. 2 Peter 1:16-18_
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‘ The Incarnate Word

Second Stanza (John 1:6-14)

“Eyéreto Mfipurog, dneotaipévos saph Beod,

* There was a man sent from God, whose name was

L] (LA ’ - - " -
which ||ghteth every §|ﬁum bt 'k,_-..imrlm- oltog ﬁ)_?“ €lg paptuplay John, 7 The same came for a \\l[.ﬂcrm..tnln .\\mmlw of
man that cometh into ‘"= paptupfion mepl tol dewtde, Tra ndveg the Light, that all men through him might beliey i Ie
the world.” (19) moreboway 5" abtod. folk fr delvoc 1o dide, ;\.:l!i] not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that
PR M § i aght.
o D&C 84:46, “the " e papruprion mepi ol durde.
Spirit enlighteneth
every man "Hv t“\-' g 1h &.h}ﬂn-dt. L. d That was the true Light,
through the world, & guriCe ndvre vfipuror, Eppdperor which lighteth cvery man that cometh into
that hearkeneth to elg thr kdopor, the world.
the voice of the & 1 kdopy v, " He was in the world,
. Spirit. kel & Kéapog Gt’ wbtod Eyéveto, and the world was made by him,
u H|.S own . kel & kdopoc adtdr ole Eyw. and the world knew him not.
things/creation (neut. " ¢ic i foue Fise, " Hecameuntohisown.
pl), his own _people vl of T6toL wtdw ol Tapéhapor. . and his own r.cwu\?d him not.
(masc. pl.) did not ” 2 z o othrdne : But as many as received him,
h Goor 5¢ Elafor abtdy, .
accept him Ebwwer altoig efovolay tékva Beol lu;h:r gave be pawer o become the aons
The Word was Made yevéod i
" = . N N even o them that believe on his name:
Flesh . Toi¢ motelovauy elc b Grope ebtol, " Which were boen, niot of blood.
o Mosiah 15:3,* ... the ' ol olx € aipdran nor of the will of the fesh,
fslgghpgcause of the ‘ﬁ i gtir:pamr. apid; nor of the will of man,
; 0l & Belrputog Gnipdg but of God
o “dwelt among us” 543 L o | " e ! .
(eskénésen,g‘iterally » L IKJ.JE (K‘ G(OU epernifinoer. . And the Word was made flesh,
“pitched his tent): Kei & Adyog okpf éyévero and dwelt among us,
tabernacle ' kol éokfvwaer év fuiy, (and we beheld his glory.
imagery—Jehovah kil EBexodpedn thy S6Zmy altob, the glory as of the only begotten of the
dwelling among his SO e porvoyeroly mapl Tatpde, Father,)
people midfpe ydputoc kel airfelag. full of grace and truth.
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‘ John’s Witness
Third Stanza (John 1:15b-16)

¥ lwdnmg pepropel mepi wltob el wéepayer Adyorr ob 15

tog v b elmow

b Griow pou épydperoc Eurpootiér pou yéyover,

John bare witness of him, and eried, saving, This

was he of whom [ spake,

He that cometh after me is preferred before me:
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G mpatdg pou . for he was before me.

18 G b toll TAnpuipatog aitob Hueic wivTee éisfoper Is And of his fulness have all we reecived,

kel yeEpLy deti ydpurog and grace for grace,
i G o vipog Sk Muiioéwg ¢80, v For the law was given by Moses,

1 e wed ) ddifiew S “Inood Xpotod but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.
- CYEVETO. 15 No man hath seen God at any time;

Bein obfelc tiprrer TuToreporoyerng feog
Ot elg TOV KoATOr Toll TRTpOg Ereling
EEnyonto.

the only begotten Son,
which is in the bosom of the Father,
he hath declared him.

= Starts as a second prose aside in 1:15, but John’s prophecy about the coming
Jesus is the third poetic stanza
= The law of Moses contrasted with the grace (gifts) and truth that comes through
Christ
= No man has seen God? (1:18)
o JST John 1:19, “And no man hath seen God at any time, except he hath borne record
of the Son.”
o “What John actually taught was that the Father has never appeared unto arg man except for
the purpose of introducing and bearing record of the Son” (McConkie, DNTC, 1.77)
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